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and a period of the gravest unrest began all over Spain.
The masses realized more fully than they had ever done in
their history that in some way they must become united for
a struggle with the self-declared Fascist reactionaries who
were gaining more power daily. It was not a time for hair-
splitting over questions of political doctrine. Those who
were against Fascism and clericalism and Latifundia must get
together, sink their differences, and do their best to fight the
common enemy.
That was the origin of the Popular Front in Spain.
Its spiritual origin dates from the revolt of the Asturian
miners and its brutal suppression in 1934.
The year 1935 was a year in which the feeling grew.
Parliament became useless, and a general election was
decided upon for 1936.
Events had begun to move swiftly.